8    THE BEAUTIFUL LADY CRAVEN
At his own table he was particularly partial to venison ; and such attention was always paid to him, that no one presumed to be helped twice from the dish which was placed before him. A young English officer, who was unacquainted with this etiquette, one day sent up his plate for a second slice of venison, which was placed before the Prince, who, looking at me, hesitated whether he should help him. Upon such occasions 1 generally look down; but on this I fixed my eyes on his, and said, " Excusez, un soldat Anglais aime le cerf, et n'en trouve pas souvent." He then smiled, and helped him with much politeness. His niece, Madame de Clary, and all the company, who were very attentive to what was passing, were delighted with me.
This officer, whose name was Mulcaster, was a brave rough soldier, and an honest spirited man, and had defended Fort Elizabeth when the French were near taking Jersey and Guernsey. On being once sent for to criminate an innocent wife, from whom his friend wished to be divorced sans rime ni raison, and who depended on him to speak in court what was necessary to effect it, Mulcaster gave evidence, on the contrary, that cleared the injured wife's reputation, and that covered the husband's conduct with confusion, and obtained for himself the greatest credit. I should, therefore, have been sorry if poor Mulcaster had not had his venison, and should have been much displeased with Kaunitz. As Mulcaster did not understand French, my phrase had the complete good-natured effect,
I was excessively amused one day after my marriage with the Margrave, when, travelling in a private carriage of my own, without my coat-of-arms, and unattended, Ias of beauty had imagined.ve it out of his head, I.             ,             .                      no
